
1 968/02/24 




yJ \J 
i-. L tli 


5 Sis*# 


yc 

Received Washington CoranCen 
9:19 A.M, SST Saturday 2h Feb 68 


VZCZCEEA1 97 
00 WTE10 
DE WTE 814 


FROM WALT ROSTOW 
TO THE PRESIDENT 
CITE CAP80538 




Received L3J Ranch CoumCen 
9:15 A.M. CST Saturday 2li Feb 68 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority to -//- 7£ ' A>Sc. P 

By — > WARS, Date 


3 ^ 


FEBRUARY 24, 1968 

HEREWITH A SECOND VIETNAMESE ROUND-UP OF FACTS AND ACTION. 

FACTS. 

— WE ARE IN ANOTHER PHASE WHEN INTELLIGENCE IS POINTING TO 
VARIOUS DATES FOR A RESUMED MAJOR OFFENSIVE. A ROUND UP 
OF SUCH DATES TENDS TO FOCUS AROUND FEBRUARY 25; BUT THEY 
RUN ANYWHERE UP TO MARCH 1 — OR EVEN MARCH 10. 

— • THE PACIFICATION SITUATION REMAINS OBSCURE. CIA REPORTS 
SUGGEST MAJOR DISRUPTION OF PACIFICATION IN MOST PROVINCES. 
ON THE OTHER HAND, WESTY REPORTS THAT ONLY 18 OF THE 54 ARVN 
BATTALIONS ASSIGNED TO PACIFICATION WERE WITHDRAWN FOR 
DEFENSE OF THE CITIES AND THAT LOSSES IN THE REGIONAL 
AND POPULAR FORCES SEEMED TO BE MODERATE, ALTHOUGH A 
• NUMBER OF THOSE FORCES AND SOME OF THE REVOLUTIONARY 
DEVELOPMENT TEAMS WERE PULLED BACH TO DEFEND PROVINCIAL 
TOWNS. IN THE DELTA THERE IS LITTLE DOUBT THAT A MAJOR 
EFFORT IS UNDER WAY TO RECRUIT QUICKLY ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL 
BY THE VC AND TO EXPAND VC RURAL CONTROL. HOW FAR THEY 
GET WITH THIS DEPENDS ON HOW QUICKLY OUR OWN AND VIETNAMESE 
FORCES CAN GET BACK INTO THE COUNTRYSIDE. IT IS SIGNIFICANT, 
IN MY JUDGMENT, THAT GIAP SPOKE IN HANOI YESTERDAY ABOUT 
THE "EXPANSION OF LIBERATED AREAS" AS ONE OF THE MAJOR 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE OFFENSIVE THUS FAR. WE MUST MAKE 
SURE THEY DO NOT FRIGHTEN US INTO AN "ENCLAVE" POLICY, 
REMEMBERING ALWAYS THAT WHAT TRIGGERED THE ATTACK ON 
THE CITIES WAS COMMUNIST AWARENESS THAT THEY WERE GRADUALLY 
LOSING CONTROL OF THE RURAL POPULATION. 




— A- CIA REVIEW OF THE PERFORMANCE OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
POLICE GIVES THEM, ON THE WHOLE, HIGH MARKS EXCEPT IN A 
FEW PLACES. THE REPORT INDICATES THAT THE CITY ATTACKS 
PERMITTED THE POLICE TO GET AT THE URBAN VC INFRASi RUCTURE 
IN A NUMBER OF TOWNS. 

— EXCEPT FOR KHE SANH AND THE KONTUM-PLEIKU FRONT, WE STILL' 
ARE NOT IN A POSITION TO ASSESS HOW STRONG AN ATTACK BY 
MAIN FORCE UNITS CAN BE MOUNTED. WE HAVE TO KEEP OUR 
MINDS OPEN TO THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE ENEMY MAY BE 
PINNING ARVN AND US FORCES IN THE CITY AS CHEAPLY AS 
POSSIBLE, AMD WITH RUMORS OF MASSIVE ATTACKS, IN ORDER TO 
EXPLOIT AND CONSOLIDATE THE COUNTRYSIDE. ON THE OTHER 
HAND, THERE ARE CERTAINLY IMPORTANT FORCES OUTSIDE OF QUANG 
TRI, DA NANG, AND SAIGON, AS WELL AS ON THE FRONTIERS. 

<IT WILL BE INTERESTING TO FOLLOW UP ON GENERAL WEYAND’S 
REPORT OF YESTERDAY THAT THE ENEMY FORCES AROUND SAIGON 
HAVE BEES DIRECTED TO BREAK UP INTO SMALLER UNITS. THERE 
WAS ALSO AN INDICATION THAT SOME OF THE UNITS AROUND 
QUANG TRI WERE FRAGMENTED.) 

ACTION. 

— I BROUGHT GENERAL TAYLOR AND CLARK CLIFFORD UP TO DATE. 
GENERAL TAYLOR AGREED WITH MY STATEMENT OF HIS VIEWS TO 
YOU YESTERDAY. 

— I ASKED BUS AND WESTY, VIA THE PENTAGON BACK CHANNEL, 

FOR THEIR JUDGMENT ON THE ASSESSMENT WHICH I FORWARDED TO 
YOU YESTERDAY. 

— CLARK CLIFFORD AND I ASSURED THAT THE PREPARATORY STEPS 
YOU INDICATED TO HIM WERE UNDER WAY. 

— I BROUGHT HARRY MCPHERSON FULLY UP TO DATE AND PUT HIM 
IN TOUCH WITH BOB GINS8URGH ON THE TECHNICAL ASPECTS OF 
WHAT MIGHT BE REQUIRED. 

— I SHALL TRY TO TAKE STOCK AGAIN TODAY WITH CLIFFORD AND 
TAYLOR. 
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